July 21, 2025

His Excellency Volodymyr Zelenskyy
President of Ukraine
11 Bankova vulytsia
Kyiv, Ukraine, 01220

CC:
His Excellency Andrii Sybiha

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

Keeping Focus on Ukraine

Dear Mr. President,

On behalf of our coalition, we are reaffirming that we stand firmly with our colleaguesin
Ukraine whose classrooms have been devastated by war and whose right to teach and
learn remains under constant threat. Their struggle is a reminder that the values we defend
in our own country, the values inherent in democracy, are under attack and need our
solidarity.

Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine has targeted civilians, destroyed crucial infrastructure
and deliberately struck schools and universities. These are acts of violence that aim to
dismantle the fabric of Ukrainian society. Our support must reflect the urgency and gravity
of this moment, recognizing that Ukraine’s fight is a stand for democracy worldwide.

We cannot look away from Ukraine. We are pushing our governments to continue to show
moral leadership by sustaining humanitarian, diplomatic and financial support for Ukraine,
and urging them to champion international cooperation that protects civilians, safeguards
education systems and holds aggressors accountable. Standing with Ukraine affirms our
shared commitment to protecting civilians, preserving access to education and ensuring
that every child has the right to learn.

We write to you as participants in a coalition of education unions across the globe united in
defending democratic values. We are firmly aligned in support of Ukraine and are working
together to make sure our governments act boldly and with clarity in the face of this
ongoing destruction.



Continued aid and solidarity are essential to preserving hope, stability and the democratic
values we all strive for. The decisions made now will define our commitment to those
values for generations to come.

In solidarity,
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Randi Weingarten
American Federation of Teachers (AFT), President
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Georgiy Trukhanov
Trade Union of Education and Science Workers of Ukraine (TUESWU), President
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Anne Horan Rt i
Irish National Teachers’ Organization (INTO), President
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The Korean Teachers and Education Workers Union (KTU, or Jeongyojo), President
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Wayne Broom The Teachers’ Union

NASUWT The Teachers Union, President
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Maike Finnern
German Education Union (GEW), President
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Takashi Kajiwara %JTU Exﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Japan Teachers’ Union (JTU), President
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Correna Haythorpe
Australian Education Union (AEU), Federal President
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Daniel Kebede
National Education Union (NEU), General Secretary
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Stawomir Broniarz
Polish Teachers’ Union (ZNP), President



